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News from the Town Manager  

 

Town Council Meeting – October 1 

 

The next regular meeting of the Mammoth Lakes Town Council has been scheduled for Wednesday, 

October 1, 2014 in Suite Z at 6:00 p.m. Visit the Streaming Media Archive to review the previous 

meeting minutes or view the webcast Town Council meeting.   

 

Fall Road Rehabilitation & Sidewalk Construction Projects 
 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes has contracted with Spiess Construction to perform road 

rehabilitation this fall in the Bluffs and sidewalk installation and road rehabilitation along Meridian 

Blvd. The Bluffs project is almost complete, however, the Meridian Blvd. project is still ongoing. 

The Town thanks you in advance for your patience and understanding during the construction 

period.  

 

Meridian Boulevard Project  

Asphalt grinding and paving on Meridian Blvd. from Sierra Park Road to Minaret Road will begin on 

Monday, September 8, 2014 and is scheduled to be completed on Friday, November 7, 2014. 

During the construction period, Meridian Blvd. will be reduced to two lanes. The Contractor and 

Town will communicate with private property owners and businesses to minimize impact. When 

complete, Meridian Blvd. will be one lane in each direction with a center turn lane including a 

sidewalk along the north side of Meridian Blvd. If you require further information about this project 

or have concerns during construction please contact: Haislip Hayes, Town of Mammoth Lakes, PE, 

Associate Civil Engineer at (760) 934-8989 ext. 254. 

  

Town Channel 51 Has  Moved! 

 

The Town’s dedicated channel, TV 51 has moved to Channel 18. The move was necessitated by 

Suddenlink and their local programming needs. TV Channel 18 will still continue to provide access 

to all the Town’s meetings with live and taped coverage of Town Council, and advisory body 

meetings such as the Planning and Economic Development Commission and Recreation 

Commission. For meeting dates and times, please visit: www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.  

 

Mammoth Lakes Police Department Weekly Report 

 

Calls For Service/Officer Observations  

155, including 1 business/building check 

Crime/Incident Reports 

19 reports, including 1 arrest  

Town of Mammoth Lakes 

P.O. Box 1609 

Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546 

Ph: (760) 934-8989 

Fax: (760) 934-8608  

http://mammothlakes.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2
http://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
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Traffic Stops/Citations/Traffic Collisions 

53 stops; 4 citations; 1 parking citation; 0 skate park citations; 1 collision 

Animal Control Incidents  

3 incidents; 0 reports 

Wildlife 

2 calls; 3 reports 

Projected Average Resort Occupancy 

 

Total Average Reported Projected Occupancies are as follows:  

 

 Friday, September 26, 2014 = 47% 

 

 Saturday, September 27, 2014 = 46% 

 

(41% same weekend in 2013, up in 2014)  

 

 Sunday, September 28, 2014 = 30% 

 

 Monday, September 29, 2014 = 25% 

 

 Tuesday, September 30, 2014 = 28% 

 

 Wednesday, October 1, 2014 = 29% 

 

 Thursday, October 2, 2014 = 26% 

 

(24% same midweek in 2013, up in 2014)  

 

Hotels/Motels/B&B: 

 

 Friday-Saturday = 56%  

 

 Sunday-Thursday = 31% 

 

Condos: 

 

 Friday-Saturday = 32%  

 

 Sunday-Thursday = 22% 

 

Outlook for the following weekend:  

 

 Friday, October 3, 2014 = 43% 

 

 Saturday, October 4, 2014 = 44% 
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Please remember that the projected occupancy is calculated in order to assist the business 

community with staffing levels and product ordering. The actual occupancy percentages are 

reported from the lodging industry to the Town of Mammoth Lakes Finance Department. 

 

Community News 
 

Celebrate National Public Lands Day! 

 

Join us for a fantastic volunteer event this weekend in the Bodie Hills and in Bodie State Historic 

Park to help celebrate National Public Lands Day. Meet this Saturday, September 27, 2014 at 9:30 

a.m. at Bodie State Historic Park to work on different volunteer projects (near the Park's historic 

buildings and up in the Bodie Hills). Work projects will be followed by a BBQ lunch for all volunteers 

and a raffle with great prizes. And even an optional guided tour of the old mining town. The event 

is jointly organized by the Bodie Hills Conservation Partnership, the Bureau of Land Management, 

the Bodie Foundation, California State Parks and Friends of the Inyo. Please RSVP if you are 

planning to attend by emailing Jeff Hunter at info@bodiehills.org. Rain or shine- come join us! 

 

NOW Playing! Edison Theatre Presents “All the Great Books”  

 

“English class meets Monty Python” The Washington Post 

 

Los Angeles Director, Drina Durazo returns to the Edison Theatre in Mammoth Lakes this month to 

direct All the Great Books (Abridged). 

 

If you liked Every Christmas Stories Ever Told (And then some), directed by Durazo last season, 

then this hysterical romp through all the great literature featuring a cast of thousands--but only 

three men, is the show for you.  

 

Brian Stanton and Mark Atha, two of the three actors from last year’s Christmas comedy, as well as 

cast members of Greater Tuna and The Bible: The Complete Word of God (Abridged), that 

Mammoth theatre goers will remember from previous Edison Theatre seasons, are joined by Doug 

Haverty to play a zany cast of characters in this comedic literary romp. 

 

The audience is taken on a ninety-eight minute roller coaster ride of literary proportions that 

hurtles through eighty-six of the greatest books of all time. 

 

“Actual greatness may vary,” say the ‘Bad Boys of Abridgement’. 

 

Written by Reed Martin & Austin Techiner with additional material by Matthew Croke & Michael 

Faulkner, All the Great Books, (Abridged) has delighted audiences worldwide.  

 

When you need only a little of Little Women or significantly less Crime and Punishment and when a 

Death in Venice is more than you want to know or if you’re just thoroughly confused by Confucius 

then these may be the best Cliff Notes you’ll ever get. You may not remember every detail of every 

book you ever read (or were supposed to read in school), but this “class syllabus” as the troupe 

calls it, is something you won’t soon forget. 

 

Drina Durazo brings a wealth of experience to this production at the Edison Theatre in Mammoth 

with numerous credits and awards to her name. She is a current company member of The Group 

Rep at the Lonny Chapman Theatre in North Hollywood where she directs and produces stage 

productions. Her stage credits include: as Director- Yellow Brick Ride, Moon Over Buffalo, Hotel 

Paradiso, I Sing Walt Whitman; as Producer- Sherlock’s Last Case, Awake and Sing, I Sing Walt 

Whitman; as Assistant Director- The Trip to Bountiful, The Poor of New York, And Then There Were 

None, and A Kind of Alaska. 

 

mailto:info@bodiehills.org
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Durazo’s talent is not limited to the stage with a recent film credit as Producer of Hell’s Belles, 

which won 18 film festival awards and garnered Durazo the Best Producer Award. Her name also 

appears as Producer on the film The Meme, which is making the rounds of film festivals this year.  

 

As a member of I.A.T.S.E. Local 33 (International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees) Durazo 

performs various staging services in Theatre and Television and some of her recent Television 

credits include: The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, General Hospital, and The 2013 Primetime 

Emmy’s. 

 

All the Great Books (Abridged), the second show of the Edison Theatre 2014-2015 season, opens 

on Thursday, September 18th and runs through Sunday, September 28th at the Edison Theatre in 

Mammoth Lakes.  

 

FACT SHEET: 

What:                                       All the Great Books (Abridged) 

When:                                      September 18 – 28, 2014 / Thurs. – Sat. @ 7pm   Sun. @ 4pm 

Where:                                     Edison Theatre/100 College Parkway across from Cerro Coso  

How much:                               In advance: $20/18/10; At the Door: $22 

Purchase/Information:             www.EdisonTheatre.org  and (760) 934-6592 

 

Caltrans Lane Closure Report for the week of 9/22/14 – 9/28/14 

 
Inyo, Mono & Kern Counties – The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) would like to 

alert the traveling public to be careful of workers on the Highway, to Slow for the Cone Zone and 

Move Over where possible.   The schedule of lane closures for the week of September 22nd 

through September 28th, 2014 are as follows:   

 

 Kern County – SR 178 – Ridgecrest from Norma St to Gemstone St. (PM 100.1 – 102.74) – 

Highway Construction – Median, #1 lane and Auxiliary Lane are closed.  

 Inyo County – SR 136 & SR 190 – At the Intersection of SR136 & SR190 – Grinding and 

Striping Highway Construction – #1 lane, left shoulder and the right shoulder are closed. 

Flaggers with pilot cars through the construction site.  Maximum of 20 minute delay. 

 Mono County – US Hwy 6 – Junction of SR120 (Benton) – Chip Seal Operation - One-Way 

Traffic 

 Mono County – SR 108 – Finley Mine Road to the Airport (PM 1.5 – 2.5) – Miscellaneous 

Work - One-Way Traffic. 

 Mono County – SR 120 – Ellery Lake Campground Road – Utility Work - One-Way Traffic 

 Mono County – SR 203 – Sierra Blvd to Mountain Blvd (PM 5.25 – 5.09) – Utility Work – 

One-Way Traffic  

 Mono County – SR 266 – State Line Road (PM 2.149-2.7) - Pavement Work.  One-Way 

Traffic 

 Inyo County – SR 178 – 2.2 miles west of CA/NV State line – Grinding and Paving work – 

One-Way Traffic.   Max of 20 min delay 

 Inyo County – US Hwy 395 –  Haiwee Powerhouse Road to Ash Creek Road (PM 21.36 – 

43.65) – Sign Work 

 Inyo County – US Hwy 395 – Pa-Ha Ln to 1 mile north of Pa-Ha Ln (PM 118.073 – 119.073) 

– Pavement Work – Lane #2 closed 

 Inyo County – US Hwy 395 – Moffat Ranch Rd – Manzanar Relocation Center (PM 663.722 – 

67.34) – Drainage Cleaning – Lane #2 closed 

 Mono – US Hwy 395 – Benton Crossing Rd – 1 mile north of SR 203 – Paving Operation – 

Various Lanes closed - Detour 

 

When approaching a lane closure the traveling public is advised to reduce their speed, observe all  

signs, and watch for personnel and equipment working on the highway. 

 

http://www.edisontheatre.org/
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For current road conditions check Caltrans QuickMap site at quickmap.dot.ca.gov 

 

 

EASTSIDE KNOW-HOW: The Sequel – Sept. 30 

When EASTSIDE KNOW-HOW: The Sequel winds up on September 30, 2014, 41 self-reliant and 

creative locals will have talked for six minutes each on 50 different Eastern Sierra “How to…” topics 
over six evenings. And to think the reservoir of talent and experience has barely been tapped! 

Sept. 30 - Grand Finale: EASTSIDE KNOW-HOW Series, FREE! 

In just six minutes learn how to: “Leverage Digital 395” (John Wentworth), “Train for mountain 

warfare” (USMC Captain Dane Sagerholm), “Survive Manzanar” (Stephen Kobayashi, M.D.), “SAR 

goes from call-out to search to rescue” (Jeff Holmquist), “Get a forward medical team to the heart 

of the next disaster—in 72 hours!” (David Page), “Survive an avalanche” (Neil Satterfield), “Write 

the Eastside” (David Carle), “Live where you work—when home is an art gallery” (Robert Joki), 

“Live local and engage global” (Katharine Allen) and “Win a Freeride Snowboard/Ski Competition” 
(Steve Klassen). Doors open at 5:00 p.m. Seating is first-come, first-served.  

Introduction to the Mammoth Lakes Community Emergency Response Team – Oct. 1 

 

Learn about the CERT training Academy, personal preparedness and the CERT mission to support 

our families on Wednesday, October 1, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the Best Western 

Conference Room.  Become a CERT team member at Training Academy # 7.  Program is offered on 

October 11, 18, and 25 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For more information and to RSVP, please 

contact mammothlakescert_pio@yahoo.com or MLPD Sergeant Marc Moscowitz at (760) 914-1880.  

Sponsored by Mammoth Lakes CERT, Mammoth Lakes Police Department, Mammoth Lakes Fire 

Department, and Mono County Public Health.  

 

Chamber Music Unbound Presents “Dancing with the Stars” – October 4 

                                                                                      

On Saturday, October 4, 2014 Chamber Music Unbound presents the Felici Piano Trio in a concert 

entitled “Dancing with the Stars.”  With music by Wolf-Ferrari (the toe-tapping “Introduction and 

Ballet”), Chausson, and Schubert (his masterful Trio opus 99).  Tickets ($20 Adult, $15 Senior, $7 

Student) are available online (www.ChamberMusicUnbound.org), at the Booky Joint, the Inyo 

Council for the Arts, or at the door on concert nights at 7:30 p.m., Cerro Coso College, Mammoth 

Lakes. 

 

Mammoth Lakes Job Fair – Oct. 4 

 

Join us at the annual Mammoth Lakes Job Fair on Saturday, October 4, 2014 from 12:00 p.m. – 

4:00 p.m. at the Westin Monache Resort, including a resume workshop and interview tips booth. 

Following the Faire, Whitebark Restaurant is hosting a networking happy hour starting at 4:00 p.m. 

We are still taking business booth sign ups if you would like assistance in recruiting winter staff.  

The cost of a booth is $30. For more info or to sign up please contact npost@visitmammoth.com.  

 

June Lake Autumn Beer Fest - October 11 

 

“Beer there or beer square.” The 2nd Annual June Lake Autumn Beer Fest boasts a great lineup of 

craft brewers and more. Located along the shores of Gull Lake, this family friendly event has food, 

games, live music, and a competitive stein holding contest. 

 

Dancing with the Docs - October 11 

 

mailto:mammothlakescert_pio@yahoo.com
http://www.chambermusicunbound.org/
mailto:npost@visitmammoth.com
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Local doctors take to the stage with Mammoth celebrities, competing in the ultimate dance-off and 

gala fundraiser for Mammoth Hospital. Tune in to Sierra Wave TV and MammothHospital.com to 

watch mini TV episodes prior to the event and pick your favorite dancing duo. 

 

Recreation Department Highlights 
 

Hot Shots Youth Basketball – 18 Years Running! 

 

Registration for our local youth basketball program for 3rd-5th grade girls and boys is now 

underway.  Join Recreation staff on Tuesday and Thursday evenings for basketball instruction from 

5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in the MES gym, November 4 – January 29, 2015.  Early bird cost is $40 which 

includes one month of clinics followed by almost two months of league play.  This is the best 

basketball program in Mammoth Lakes for your elementary school basketball enthusiast -- covering 

all the basic skills and preparing your child for middle school and high school basketball.  For more 

info or to volunteer please call John Connolly at 760-934-8989 x234.  Register online at 

www.mammothrecreation.com.  

 

Town Gymnastics/Tumbling Program Suspended 

 

The Gymnastics/Tumbling program at the Community Center offered by the Recreation Department 

will be on-hold until further notice. The last scheduled day is this Saturday, September 13, 2014.  

Please drop-by Saturday morning to wish Melissa all the best in her future endeavors.  The Town 

would like to thank long-time gymnastics coach Melissa Perkins for her dedication and commitment 

to the program and for her passion to instill the life-long values of gymnastics to our local students.  

The Recreation Department is committed to continuing the program at the Community Center and 

hopes to contact you shortly with new program dates. Please contact the Recreation Department at 

(760) 934-8989 ext. 222 for additional information.  

 

Drop -in Adult Coed Dodgeball This Fall at The Reczone 

 

Drop-in Dodgeball is offered every Monday evening (weather permitting) at the Mammoth RecZone 

beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Fee is on $2.00/night. Bring your game!  

 

Pickleball Is Now In Mammoth Lakes! 

 

Join in and learn the fastest growing sport in America - easy to learn, fun to play and FREE!  Pick-

up games are scheduled every Tuesday from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at the Community Center Tennis 

Courts.  For additional information please contact Bob or Tess Meggs at (530) 277-0199. 

 

Notify Me! 

 

Receive updates sent directly to your email or phone from the Town of Mammoth Lakes by 

subscribing to “Notify Me.” Found on the left side of www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov, stay 

current with Public Service Announcements, Emergency Alerts, Town e-News, Recreation This 

Week, No Burn Announcements, DNDP updates, bid postings, news flash, calendar items, and 

more!  Make smart decisions, subscribe today.

http://www.mammothrecreation.com/
http://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
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Upcoming & On-Going Events… 
 

▪ ON-GOING Drop-in Adult Coed Dodgeball at the Mammoth RecZone (Monday, 5:30 p.m.) 
▪ Oct. 24 Halloween Skate Party at the Mammoth RecZone 
▪ Nov. 28 Mammoth Ice Rink scheduled Opening Day 
▪ Dec. 5 Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

 
 

Public Service Announcements  
 

Cycling Etiquette and The New Three Feet For Safety Act 

The Town will be actively communicating proper cycling etiquette and the rules of 

the road to both motorists and cyclists when the new “Three Feet for Safety Act” 

goes into effect September 16, 2014. 

Known as the “Three Feet for Safety Act,” new state vehicle code section (21760) 

requires that a driver of a motor vehicle shall not overtake or pass a bicycle 

proceeding in the same direction on a highway at a distance of less than three feet 

between any part of the motor vehicle and any part of the bicycle or its operator. 

Police Chief Dan Watson is urging all drivers in Mammoth Lakes to comply with the 

new law. “This law includes public streets and even if three feet is not possible, the 

motor vehicle must slow to a reasonable and prudent speed and only pass when no 

danger is present to the bicyclist. Failing to do so can incur a fine, regardless of a 

collision or not.” 

Chief Watson also urges all bicyclists to comply with the rules of the road, including 

stopping for stop signs and pedestrians, riding as far to the right as practicable, and 

riding in single file. Bicyclists are also encouraged to use the Town’s extensive 

system of bike paths when possible. The Town will not be pursuing a local ordinance 

to implement the new law as the definition applied is very broad and includes all 

public streets. It should also be noted that currently the Town of Mammoth Lakes 

Municipal Code does not prohibit bikes on sidewalks.  

Additional information about the “Three Feet for Safety Act,” including violations; can 

be viewed online at: http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/vctop/d11/vc21760.htm.  

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the 

Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) that details the factors behind traffic 

fatalities on our roads, in California (2011), the statewide percentage of bicyclist 

fatalities was 4.1% of all fatalities, which is nearly twice the national average of 

2.1%. 

FARS also identified that between 2009 and 2011, collisions between bicycles and 

motor vehicles are more likely to occur on local roadways than the State Highway 

System, and 85% of fatalities involving bicycles and 89% of severe injuries involving 

bicycles occurred on a local road compared to 57% of fatalities overall and 64% of 

severe injuries overall.  

Supporting the passage of AB 1371 (Bradford) was the California Association of 

Bicycling Organizations (CABO). From the CABO President’s point of view, “I support 

this bill because of my expectation, well hope, that incidences of antagonistic or 

clueless “buzz-backs”/scary close passing and hit from behind crashes will subside as 

people learn about the Three Feet for Safety Act.”  

http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/vctop/d11/vc21760.htm
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Local cycling advocate and Eastside Velo (ESV) President John Armstrong hopes that 

someday a sign will be erected upon entering Mono County that says "We Respect 

People on Bikes.” 

ESV has over 200 active members who ride regularly throughout the Eastern Sierra.  

As an organization, they actively promote proper cycling etiquette and even have a 

short video on their website that promotes safe and responsible riding practices. 

Their Top 3 “Rules to Ride by…” are as follows:   

1. Be courteous and share the road. Being courteous gains respect and helps 

make the roads safer for all cyclists. 

2. Signal your intentions if you can safely do so. If you are turning, point in the 

direction you plan on going. If you are slowing, put your hand out behind you. 

3. Be friendly. If someone is courteous to you and does the right thing, wave 

and smile. Everyone likes to be acknowledged for doing the right thing. 

 

Please visit the ESV website (www.eastsidevelo.org) to review the complete list of 

“Rules to Ride by.” 

Armstrong hopes that common sense will prevail regarding the new “Three Feet for 

Safety Act,” but understands that the best strategy for cyclist’s safety is educating 

our motoring public.   

“Many times on my bike I have been in a situation where a motorist does not slow 

down. The motorist powers onwards and forces a squeeze play with another vehicle 

and me, and guess who comes off the worst? Oftentimes I end up in the dirt or on 

the sidewalk.”  

To facilitate effective education, Armstrong recommends cyclists and motorists pick 

up a copy of the new “Quick Guide to Smart Cycling” distributed by the League of 

American Bicyclists that will be available locally this fall.  This full-color, 24-page 

Quick Guide covers just about everything you need to know to ride a bike safely and 

confidently, providing an easy-to-understand resource that appeals to all 

demographics: prospective bicyclists, novice riders, and even seasoned pros.  

To read the Smart Cycling Quick Guide online, visit this link: 

http://bikeleague.org/quickguide.  

Mammoth Lakes Police Department Reserve Officer Mike Braun will be actively 

communicating proper cycling etiquette and the rules of the road to both motorists 

and cyclists within Mammoth Lakes this fall.  

“Cyclists have the same rights and duties as drivers. They need to obey traffic 

signals and stop signs, and most importantly, need to ride with traffic, and use the 

rightmost lane headed in the direction they are going,” stated Braun. 

Officer Braun also encourages cyclists to be predictable by making their intentions 

clear to everyone on the road. “Signal turns and check behind you well before 

making a turn or changing lanes.” 

Above all, stay safe, stay visible and ride on the right! 

For additional information regarding the new “Three Feet for Safety Act” and proper 

cycling etiquette, please call the Mammoth Lakes Police Department at (760) 934-

2011 or contact Officer Braun at mbraun@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.  

Sierra Conservation Project and Town of Mammoth Lakes Partner to Expand 

Condominium and Business Recycling Program 

http://www.eastsidevelo.org/
http://bikeleague.org/quickguide
mailto:mbraun@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
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The Sierra Conservation Project, Inc. (SCP) and Town of Mammoth Lakes are pleased to 

announce the expansion of the current condominium, commercial and recreational area 

recycling programs in the Town of Mammoth Lakes.  

 

“This long-standing and successful partnership between the Sierra Conservation Project and 

the Town enabled us to submit and receive a substantial $108,000 CalRecycle grant to 

expand on-going recycling programs within the community that benefits our residents, 

visitors and wildlife,” stated Peter Bernasconi, Acting Public Works Director for the Town of 

Mammoth Lakes.  

 

The Sierra Conservation Project is working in partnership with the Town of Mammoth Lakes 

and the Department of Recourses Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) to provide an 

additional 30 bear proof containers to the remaining Condominium complexes in town that 

currently don’t have a recycling program in place.  In addition, CalRecylcle grant funds will 

enable SCP to upgrade all commercial bear proof containers at restaurants, bars and other 

business locations in town, including the enhancement and placement of recycling 

infrastructure in the Lakes Basin and at key park locations in Mammoth Lakes, such as the 

Whitmore Recreation Area and Shady Rest Park.  

 

Recyclable materials make up a large percentage of the waste produced in our residential 

complexes and businesses,” stated Brian Robinette, owner of SCP.  “These community-

based programs aim to divert recyclable materials from our local landfill, while also educate 

our residents and visitors on the need for need for convenient recycling programs.  We are 

confident that by providing start-up infrastructure for these complexes and businesses it will 

help make program implementation affordable and reduce the environmental impacts of 

each resident and guest,” said Robinette. 

 

To register for the Condominium Recycling Program, please visit www.recyclesierra.com  or 

www.Townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.  

 

For additional information on the Condominium and Business Recycling Program, 

please contact Sierra Conservation Project at (760) 914 0115 or e-mail 

Brian@recyclesierra.com.   

 

Would You Leave A Loaded Gun on the Floor? 

 

If you have children in your home, hopefully you would not! However, a new threat to the 

health of our children is emerging. These are e-liquids, sold legally in stores and online in 

small bottles that may be carelessly and casually left around the house, used for the regular 

re-filling of e-cigarettes.  

 

The danger is from the nicotine content in these vials of “juice”. Children can happen upon a 

vial and ingest it. These fluids come in flavors and bright colors that are attractive for kids – 

cotton candy, cherry, chocolate, and bubble gum among others. In addition, nicotine is 

absorbed through the skin, presenting a risk from a broken vial.  

 

Electronic cigarettes, called e-cigarettes, are drug delivery devices originally designed to 

look like regular tobacco cigarettes. Now they are larger reusable gadgets that can be 

refilled with liquid, generally a mixture of nicotine, flavorings, and solvents. It is estimated 

that roughly four million Americans use these battery powered devices. They have been 

hailed by proponents as a way for addicted smokers to get their nicotine fix without sucking 

in the thousands of carcinogens found in traditional cigarettes.  

 

However, the evidence of their effectiveness in assisting persons in weaning off their 

nicotine addiction is less than stellar. In addition, evidence is rapidly mounting that they are 

http://www.recyclesierra.com/
http://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
mailto:Brian@recyclesierra.com
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serving as a “gateway” for young teens into the world of nicotine addiction. A recent study 

found nearly 1.8 million youth had tried e-cigarettes, and the number of middle and high 

school e-smokers doubled in one year. No wonder the industry targets the young who will 

be potential customers for decades to come! Their goal – to have the number of e-smokers 

quadruple in the next few years. 

 

So how bad is the risk of exposure? Nicotine is a naturally occurring powerful neurotoxin, 

and in its potent liquid form, can be ingested or absorbed through the skin. Tiny amounts 

can cause vomiting, seizures, and even death. A teaspoon of even the highly diluted liquid 

can kill a small child. 

 

A dose of 50 to 60 milligrams (mg) is potentially fatal for an adult; a 30 pound child could 

die from 1.36 mg. A vial of e-juice as commonly sold in retail stores is 17 milliliters, and 

with a 2.4% concentration would have 408 mg of nicotine. This year it is estimated that 1 to 

2 million LITERS of liquid will be sold, much of it on the Internet. A liter of 10% 

concentration costs about $110, a gallon $195, and one company even offers a 55 gallon 

drum! 

 

Nationwide, reports of accidental poisonings linked to e-liquids in 2013 jumped 300% from 

2012, and is on pace to double again this year. Most cases are under the age of 4. A shop 

owner says that “We tell them that this stuff is poisonous. We do everything we can to 

protect the consumers, but at the end of the day, you leave a loaded gun on the floor, and 

your child gets hold of it, it’s not gonna be the gunmaker’s responsibility.” A CEO of e-

cigarette franchises says ‘It’s the wild, wild west right now.” There is no FDA regulation so 

far. So at the moment, if you are a user, your child has to go no farther than your own 

home to find a lethal dose of poison. Be aware of the risks, and keep vials out of reach. You 

are responsible for the safety of your children. 

 

Governor Brown Declares Drought State of Emergency 

 

With California facing water shortfalls in the driest year in recorded state history, Governor 

Edmund G. Brown Jr. today proclaimed a State of Emergency and directed state officials to 

take all necessary actions to prepare for these drought conditions. 

  

“We can’t make it rain, but we can be much better prepared for the terrible consequences 

that California’s drought now threatens, including dramatically less water for our farms and 

communities and increased fires in both urban and rural areas,” said Governor Brown. “I’ve 

declared this emergency and I’m calling all Californians to conserve water in every way 

possible.” 

  

In the State of Emergency declaration, Governor Brown directed state officials to assist 

farmers and communities that are economically impacted by dry conditions and to ensure 

the state can respond if Californians face drinking water shortages. The Governor also 

directed state agencies to use less water and hire more firefighters and initiated a greatly 

expanded water conservation public awareness campaign (details at saveourh2o.org).  

  

In addition, the proclamation gives state water officials more flexibility to manage supply 

throughout California under drought conditions. 

  

State water officials say that California’s river and reservoirs are below their record lows. 

Manual and electronic readings record the snowpack’s statewide water content at about 20 

percent of normal average for this time of year. 

  

The Governor’s drought State of Emergency follows a series of actions the administration 

has taken to ensure that California is prepared for record dry conditions. In May 2013, 

Governor Brown issued an Executive Order to direct state water officials to expedite the 

http://cert1.mail-west.com/yqS/7rmdF/yuzjanmc/dFgtm/z021/kkiqvjlfz/x7/2dFqmo
http://cert1.mail-west.com/sXyfK/myuzjanmc7rm/sXgt/z021/kkiqvjlfz/x7/3sXgad
http://cert1.mail-west.com/rm2Oy2B/zjanmc7/2Ogtmyu/z021/kkiqvjlfz/x7/42Olxl
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review and processing of voluntary transfers of water and water rights. In December, the 

Governor formed a Drought Task Force to review expected water allocations, California’s 

preparedness for water scarcity and whether conditions merit a drought declaration. Earlier 

this week, the Governor toured the Central Valley and spoke with growers and others 

impacted by California’s record dry conditions. 

 

Mammoth Lakes Police Department Implementing Reserve & Volunteer Program  

 

In an effort to off-set some of the impact resulting from the loss of 7 sworn officers, the 

Mammoth Lakes Police Department has been moving forward on developing Reserve and 

Volunteer Programs, and evaluating various forms of technology to help make the MLPD 

more efficient and effective.  The following are some of the programs the MLPD is moving 

forward on: 

 

RESERVE OFFICER PROGRAM 

  

On February 6, the Town Council approved the establishment of pay scales for Reserve 

Officers.  The pay will be: 

 

 Level 1 Reserve - $25/hour 

 Level 2 Reserve - $23/hour 

 Level 3 Reserve - $20/hour 

 

Providing pay for Reserve Officers will make the MLPD competitive with other local agencies 

that have reserve programs and serve as a recruitment and retention tool. 

 

Anyone interested in learning more about the MLPD Reserve Program should contact 

Sergeant Marc Moscowitz at (760) 934-2011.  

 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM  

 

Many police departments benefit from active volunteer programs where trained volunteers 

assist police personnel by staffing front counters, completing reports, and providing 

community patrols.  Retired Sergeant Karen Smart has agreed to manage the MLPD’s 

volunteer program.  At some time in the future, information will be released about the types 

of volunteer work available and the selection criteria.  Anyone interested in volunteering 

with the MLPD should be on the look-out for a news release announcing the start of the 

program. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

The MLPD is moving forward with technological advances on several fronts.  They include: 

 

 An on-line reporting system where certain crimes can be reported on-line. 

 An on-line crime and traffic report purchase program where victims of crimes and 

parties in traffic collisions can purchase copies of reports on-line.  

 Access to surveillance cameras at the North Village. 

 Surveillance cameras at the Volcom Brothers Skatepark. 
 

The MLPD is also exploring other technology that will make the Police Department more 

effective in addressing crime, the fear of crime, and quality of life issues. 

 

 

Free, Real-Time Property Information Now Available!  

 

http://cert1.mail-west.com/m5Qy5D/Qgtmyuzjanmc7r/5/z021/kkiqvjlfz/x7/55Qass
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The Town of Mammoth Lakes and Mono County are proud to present ParcelViewer, the Town 

and County’s official web-based property information system. This free, public, on-line 

service can be relied upon to provide convenient, accurate and up-to-date information, 

based on the official Assessor’s data-base.  Use ParcelViewer to view and print customized 

parcel information and maps, including:  

 

 Zoning Information  

 Property Addresses  

 Complex Names/ Condo Unit Numbers  

 Parcel Lines*  

 Valuation Data  

 Acreage  

 Aerial imagery of surrounding properties and more!  

 

Visit Parcel Viewer today at http://gis.mono.ca.gov/parcelviewer/  

 

Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Some of the most frequently asked questions about legal rentals and Transient Occupancy 

Tax (TOT) are: 

  

1. What is a transient rental? 
 

A transient rental is any unit that is occupied for the purpose of sleeping, lodging, or 

similar reasons for a period of 30 consecutive days or less in exchange for a fee or 

similar consideration. 

 

2. Can I rent my unit as a transient rental?  
 

Only some zones within the Town of Mammoth Lakes permit transient rentals.  The 

following zones permit transient rentals: 

 

 RMF-2 (Residential Multi-family 2) 

 CL (Commercial Lodging) 

 CG Commercial General) 

 R (Resort, including master plan areas) 

 SP (Specific Plan, including North Village and Clearwater) 

 

This list is intended as a guide only. Although the above zones permit transient use 

generally, other regulations, such as those found in master plans, CC&Rs, or project 

conditions of approval may prohibit transient rental within a particular development.  

Generally, transient rental of single family homes is prohibited. A zoning map can be 

found on the Town’s website. 

 

3. What is transient occupancy tax (TOT)? 
 

Transient occupancy tax, or TOT, is a 13% tax that is charged “for the privilege of 

occupancy of any transient occupancy facility.”  The tax is required to be paid to the 

operator of the transient occupancy facility at the time the rent is paid.  It is the 

operator’s responsibility to remit the TOT to the Town. 

 

4. Do I need to pay TOT? 
 

If you are renting your unit as a transient rental, even if it is only for one weekend a 

year, you need to pay TOT.  This includes single family homes and other units that are 

not permitted to rent nightly, but may be doing so illegally.  TOT shall be remitted for 

each night the unit is rented.   

http://gis.mono.ca.gov/parcelviewer/
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5. Do I need a business tax certificate? 
 

Yes, if you are renting your unit on a transient basis. 

 

6. Do I need a transient occupancy tax certificate? 
 

Yes.  You are required to purchase a transient occupancy certificate for each rental unit 

to post in your transient rental property.  This is included as part of Schedule E or F in 

the business tax certificate application. 

 

7. What is the difference between a business tax certificate and a transient 

occupancy tax certificate? 
 

Business tax is an annual tax and is required for all business activity.  The transient 

occupancy tax certificate is a one-time purchase that is non-transferable. This certificate 

is required to be posted in your transient rental unit.   

 

8. Do I need a business tax certificate if all of my rentals are handled through 

a reservation company? 
 

If all of your rentals are handled through a reservation company, most reservation 

companies will purchase the transient occupancy tax certificate and collect and remit the 

TOT to the Town.  You may wish to check with your reservation company to confirm that 

this is being taken care of.  If you rent your unit by owner in addition to renting with a 

property management company, you are also required to obtain a separate business tax 

certificate and transient occupancy tax certificate. 

 

9. How do I apply for a business tax certificate? 
 

The Town’s website contains information regarding business tax certificates, including an 

application for a business tax certificate: http://www.ci.mammoth-

lakes.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=182.  Transient Rentals fall under schedule F for 

condominium rentals and schedule E for hotels, motels, lodges, and campgrounds. This 

application can be mailed back to the Town, or submitted in person.  The total cost for 

one unit is $118.00 ($65.00 application fee, $5.00 planning review fee, $25.00 fee to 

rent one unit, $23.00 TOT certificate fee).  Additional costs apply for additional units.  

Business tax certificates are required on or before the first day business commences; 

penalties will apply for late filings. If you have additional questions regarding this 

process please contact the Finance Department at (760) 934-8989 ext. 273. 

 

10.  Do I have a business tax certificate? 
 

To find out if you have a valid business tax certificate on file, please contact the Finance 

Department at (760) 934-8989 ext. 273 or your property management company. 

 

11.  What is illegal rental activity?  
 

Illegal rental activity is any rental activity that is not consistent with the Town’s Zoning 

Ordinance, or any rental activity that is not compliant with the Transient Occupancy Tax 

Ordinance.  This can include transient rental of units located in zones that prohibit 

transient rentals.  It can also include transient rentals in a zone where it is permitted, 

but when the TOT is not remitted to the Town. 

 

12.  How can I report illegal rental activity? 
 

http://www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=182
http://www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=182
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If you suspect illegal rental activity, you may submit an anonymous tip via the Town’s 

TOT hotline at (760) 934-8989 ext. 275 or on the Town’s website via the Transient 

Occupancy Tax information page.  Please include any information that you have that 

would substantiate the claim, along with the property address and owner’s name if you 

have it.  You may also email tot@ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us.  Note that emails are not 

anonymous, however, staff will do its best to keep your information private.   

 

13.  Questions & Anonymous TOT Hotline  
 

If you have questions about TOT enforcement, or if you would like to report suspicious 

activity or rental advertisements please contact our anonymous hotline.  The Town will 

follow-up on any reports submitted. The Hot Line Number is (760) 934-8989 ext. 275 or 

email your information to: TOT@ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us.  

 

Register for CodeRED 

 

Residents of Mono County can register their cell phones to receive emergency CodeRED 

(reverse 911) alerts from Mono County.  This is a county public service available to all Mono 

County residents so please tell your friends and neighbors in Mono County that they can 

register for this service.  CodeRED announcements are for personal notification and will not 

replace CERT CAHAN notification.  Here is how to sign register/sign up using the INTERNET: 

  

 Go to monosheriff.org  

 Scroll down left side panel to CodeRED community notification system; 

 Click on it and follow directions. 

 

Town Outdoor Lighting Ordinance 

 

In 2003, the Town implemented an outdoor lighting ordinance to eliminate light pollution 

and preserve views of our starry skies.  The outdoor lighting ordinance was adopted to 

encourage residents to administer a lighting system that not only promotes public safety 

and night-time ambiance but to maximize energy conservation.  To eliminate glare and light 

trespass into neighboring properties and roadways, the outdoor lighting fixtures on your 

property should be shielded and re-directed to shine downward or changed out to a lower 

wattage.  More information about responsible lighting can be found at www.crlaction.org.  

mailto:TOT@ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us
http://monosheriff.org/
http://www.crlaction.org/

